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Icebreaker Question #1

What does it mean to live by 
faith and not by sight?



Icebreaker Question #2

What is the single most important 
change you should make to have 
more of the kind of confidence of 

which Paul speaks?



Faith

Faith is believing in God’s 
promise and plan without 
seeing physical evidence.



Hope

u Hope looks forward, a feeling of expectation and 
desire for a certain thing to happen.  

“Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the 
gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which 
you have taken your stand.”
1 Corinthians 15:1 NIV

Continued…



Hope

uTrue hope is not found in you or in your abilities. If 
you rely completely on yourself, you’ll always be 
disappointed. Hope that actually endures is the 
confident expectation of God’s promises.
True hope is more than a wish.

“For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not 
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for 
what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.”
Romans 8:24-25 ESV



Perspective

• Hope

POSITIVE

• Focus only on the Now

NEGATIVE

Perspective is a particular attitude or way of regarding something; your 
outlook; your view.

Paul was not in denial. He acknowledged, in other scriptures, a struggle to 
stay encouraged; but he did find strength when he kept an eternal 
perspective - HOPE.



Three Stages of Existence

TEMPORAL

Live in our 
physical 

body which 
is dying daily 

DEATH

Body and 
Soul/Spirit is 
separated

ETERNAL

Body and 
Soul/Spirit is 

reconnected 
to new body

Temporal - relating to worldly as opposed to spiritual affairs; secular, mortal
Eternal - lasting or existing forever; without end or beginning; everlasting (Eternity)



Suffering

uSuffering is not pleasant, not easy or light; but 
when we weight it against the glory we will receive 
in eternity (perspective), there is no comparison. 

“And after you have suffered a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will 
himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and establish you.”
1 Peter 5:10 ESV



Afflictions

uAfflictions can cause us to lose hope. They can 
distract us from our eternal hope; cause us to lose 
focus.  

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in 
prayer.”
Romans 12:12 ESV



Conclusion

WHAT

Know what 
you believe

WHY

Know why 
you believe

HOW

Know how to 
strengthen 

your belief in 
Christ





Thank You
for Attending
Christian 
Development


